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RESULTS
After the stipulated period for the research, the total sample, which has been reached, was of 46 children with cancer. The time between the diagnosis and the beginning of the treatment was relatively long. 37% of the children have taken two m onth s to begin the antineoplastic treatment and 63% have initiated within one month. Figure 1 shows the patients' distribution according to the diagnosed neoplasia.
The most frequent neoplasia was LLA (27.9%), followed by nefroblastoma and we get closer to God". "These moments are when we search for hidden forces that recover ourselves, a n d r e l i g i o n r e p r e s e n t s t h i s approximation with spirituality", "It's the strength we need", "Spirituality was a way to keep me standing tall", "The feeling of knowing that we were being helped by people, by friends, by their prayers was indescribable", "My faith has become stronger after my son1s disease. It is for sure -we are aware that there is someone looking after us, and it is comforting. There is someone out there, some higher force, that thinks we need to know how to ask, thank, and believe in it". It has been possible to understand the religious behavior when related to the healthhealing process, which was filled with the meaning that is given to the correspondent creeds.
Consequently, depending on the family's beliefs, the meaning given to sickness and death makes these difficult situations be easier or not.
Aquino and Zago 14 (2007) have c o m p l e t e d a s t u d y w i t h s i x
Laryngectomized patients in order to u n d e r s t a n d t h e i n f l u e n c e o f religiousness for the oncologic survival. t h e c a n c e r a r e a a s a r e l e v a n t instrument at the definition of necessary health actions to be taken for the adequate control and prevention of the disease.
